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Before we 
begin…

 King County declared racism a public health crisis on 
June 11, 2020

 Race / ethnicity data is imperfect

 This is the work of many, many people

 Almost everything is available at 
https://kingcounty.gov/

https://kingcounty.gov/


Where we are 
going

 National overview

 Local context

 Local COVID-19 health inequities

 Local COVID-19 economic and social inequities

 Local response 

 Questions / discussion



National situation
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https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6942e2.htm



Why?

 Discrimination / racism

 Healthcare access and utilization*

 Occupation

 Educational, income, and wealth gaps*

 Housing

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/health-equity/race-ethnicity.html



Local context



King County 
Health 
Disparities 
Dashboard

https://www.communitiescount.org/health-disparities-dashboard
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US Census Bureau, American Communities Survey, 2019 1-Year Estimates



Adults without 
a usual primary 
care provider
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Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS), average 2014-2018 



Less than a 
bachelor’s 
degree (age 
25+)
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US Census Bureau, American Communities Survey, average: 2014-2018



Less than a 
high school 
diploma (age 
25+)
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US Census Bureau, American Communities Survey, average: 2014-2018



Near poverty & 
poverty (< 
200% FPL)
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Not housing 
burdened 
(<30% of 
household 
income)
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Home 
ownership
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Local context 
summary

BIPOC communities (with the exception of Asians) did 

not enter the pandemic on a level playing field

 Less access to care

 Lower levels of education

 Greater poverty burden

 Greater housing burden

 Less wealth



Local COVID-19 health 
inequities



COVID-19 data 
dashboards

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/data



COVID cases
vs. 2019 
population

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/data/race-ethnicity, updated 11/2/2020



COVID age-
adjusted case
rates

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/data/race-ethnicity, updated 11/2/2020



COVID cases
over time

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/data/race-ethnicity, updated 11/2/2020



COVID 
hospitalization 
vs. 2019 
population

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/data/race-ethnicity, updated 11/2/2020



COVID age-
adjusted 
hospitalization
rates

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/data/race-ethnicity, updated 11/2/2020



COVID 
hospitalization
over time

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/data/race-ethnicity, updated 11/2/2020



COVID deaths
vs. 2019 
population

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/data/race-ethnicity, updated 11/2/2020



COVID age-
adjusted death
rates

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/data/race-ethnicity, updated 11/2/2020



COVID deaths
over time

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/data/race-ethnicity, updated 11/2/2020









Local COVID-
19 health 
inequities 
summary

 Case rates: lowest among Asians, followed by Whites

 COVID hospitalization rates: lowest among Asians and 

Whites

 COVID death rates: elevated among Hispanics and NHPI

 Rate ratios: Hispanics and NHPI led others in excess all-

cause and respiratory deaths



Local COVID-19 
economic and social 
inequities



2-1-1 Crisis 
Connections: 
housing

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/data/impacts/211, April 1 – September 8, 2020



2-1-1 Crisis 
Connections: 
utility 
assistance

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/data/impacts/211, April 1 – September 8, 2020



2-1-1 Crisis 
Connections: 
all needs 
combined

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/data/impacts/211, April 1 – September 8, 2020





















Local COVID-
19 economic 
and social 
inequities 
summary

 Communities of color (except Asians) were 
disproportionately in need of 2-1-1 assistance. 

 Food insecurity may have increased among Whites, 
Blacks and Hispanics

 Some mental health concerns were more common in 
Black communities (compared to Whites)

 The proportions of ED visits for suicidal ideation were 
constant did not change between 2019 and 2020.

 The proportion of ED visits for suicide attempt 
increased among Asians

 Per capita initial unemployment claims were especially 
high among NHPI, Black, and AI/AN communities



Local response



Local response 
I

 Formation of the Pandemic and Racism Community 

Advisory Group

 Hiring contact tracers who represent those most 

negatively impacted

 Hiring community navigators 

 Locating new testing sites

 Prioritizing geographies for at-home testing (i.e., 

SCAN)

 Prioritizing cases for interviews



Local response 
II

 Tailoring communications re: prevention

 Regularly have materials in 33 languages

 Distributing over $500,000 to address racial inequities 

via engagement and education

 Specifically among BIPOC communities in south 

King County

 Providing income support for those with economic 

challenges for quarantining and isolation



Questions
dcolombara@kingcounty.gov



Bonus Slides



Racism as a 
Public Health 
Crisis in King 
County 


